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Introduction 

The JOIDES Resolution Science Operator (JRSO) has a vital interest in maintaining a healthy and safe 
environment for employees. This policy identifies personal protective equipment and safety clothing that will 
be provided to employees by JRSO. 

Definitions 

Safety gear used on board the JOIDES Resolution includes the following items: 

• PPE: personal protective equipment includes protective gear for feet, hands, eyes, head, and ears. 

• Safety glasses: per OSHA 1910.133, protective eyewear that meets or exceeds the ANSI Z87.1-2003, 
ANSI Z87.1-1989 (R-1998), or ANSI Z87.1-1989 standards are deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of the OSHA regulation. 

• Reading safety glasses: eyewear with protective lenses that provides reading correction (e.g., +1.5 
diopter) but are not prescription. 

• Prescription safety glasses: eyewear with protective lenses that provide optical correction; may be 
spectacles with metal or plastic frame, or a combination, with side-shields or adaptable to accept 
side-shields. 

• Safety shoes: steel-toed shoes or boots that meet OSHA 1910.136, which includes ASTM F-2412-
2005, ASTM F-2413-2005, ANSI Z41-1999, and ANSI Z41-1991. 

• Close-toed shoes: shoes with toes covered; may include athletic shoes; may not include open-heeled 
shoes (e.g., Crocs™ or close-toed sandals). 

Safety clothing: Long-sleeved button-down or cotton t-shirt, long pants, and work jacket. 

Policy: Provision of Safety Gear 

JRSO will provide the following personal protective equipment/safety gear to employees who work in areas 
where PPE is required or recommended to perform duties: 

• Prescription safety glasses: reimbursable: see Prescription Safety Glasses. 

• Steel-toed safety boots: reimbursable; see Safety Shoes. 

• Eye protection (safety glasses): supplied on the ship by Tools and Analytical services (TAS) or the 
appropriate department on shore. 

• Ear protection: supplied on the ship by TAS or the appropriate department on shore. 

• Hard hat: supplied on the ship by TAS or the appropriate department on shore. 

• Gloves: appropriate hand protection supplied on the ship by TAS or the appropriate department on 
shore. 
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• Safety clothing: for seagoing personnel, JRSO will supply safety clothing (selection from the approved 
posted list and ordered through the appropriate department) with a JRSO logo and color scheme. 
These items can be replaced nominally annually with supervisor approval. 

All safety gear provided for seagoing personnel should remain on board the drillship for business use. 
 

Prescription Safety Glasses 

JRSO will provide safety glasses and, upon request and approval of a supervisor, reading safety glasses, for all 
employees working in an area requiring PPE. 

JRSO will reimburse for the purchase of prescription safety glasses for employees who normally require 
prescription glasses and perform tasks directly related to their normal job description where eye protection 
has been deemed necessary for safety considerations. Supervisors shall designate those positions or personnel 
authorized to receive safety glasses. Students/graduate students may be eligible if the supervisor grants 
approval. 

Prior to receiving the prescription safety glasses, over-glasses safety goggles or shields should be worn when 
performing any task in which safety glasses are required. 

JRSO allows up to $250 for lenses, frames, and side-shield protectors annually. Additional reimbursement for 
the cost of transitional lenses for employees whose work requires them to move frequently between brightly 
lit and dark areas will be considered on an individual basis. Employees have the option to select more 
expensive frames and lenses; however, charges exceeding the allotted amount will be at the employee’s 
expense. Any frame selected must incorporate or be adaptable to accept side shield-protectors. 

The following applies to this policy: 

• JRSO is not responsible for charges associated with eye examinations to determine the need for vision 
correction. 

• JRSO is not responsible for replacement or repair to prescription safety glasses that are lost or 
damaged through negligence, misuse, or theft. 

• JRSO will replace prescription safety glasses that are damaged in the course of job performance (to 
the allotted amount). 

• JRSO will replace prescription safety glass lenses at the allotted rate due to a change in prescription 
determined by optical examination; however, JRSO is not responsible for the cost of the examination. 

Employees must submit receipts to their department manager to be reimbursed for the allotted amount. 

Safety Shoes 

Shore Policy 

Close-toed shoes are mandatory for activity that requires routine presence in areas that are not exclusively 
office environments. This applies to all employees including those performing supervisory, inspection, clerical, 
and delivery work. Areas covered include laboratories; dock areas; loading zones; anywhere equipment such 
as forklifts and pallet jacks are operating; anywhere pallets are stored or used; anywhere heavy packages, 
drums, gas cylinders, or cryogens may be used, stored, or moved; and anywhere the Texas Hazard 
Communication Act applies.  

Safety shoes are required when operating equipment including forklifts or when moving heavy items such as 
gas cylinders, drums, or pallets.  
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Supervisors are responsible for enforcing the use of appropriate protective footwear and shall apply this policy 
in a prudent manner; however, supervisors may be more restrictive based on their knowledge of activities and 
in areas under their responsibility. Supervisors are encouraged to review the effectiveness of fabric- or canvas-
covered shoes where chemicals, glass, or potentially penetrating objects may be used.  

Shipboard Policy 

The Siem Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Clothing Vessel Management Manual (attached) governs 
shipboard requirements for safety shoes. All personnel (including JRSO staff and scientists) must wear safety-
toe boots or shoes when outside the accommodation (includes berthing, dining, office, and labs) area unless in 
designated area approved by the Division Manager. The shipboard laboratories on the JOIDES Resolution 
contain many potential hazards including chemical, physical, pressurized gases, cryogenic liquids, and more. 
Close-toed shoes should be worn within any of the laboratory spaces at all times and are specifically required 
in the chemistry laboratory when chemicals are in use. 

Safety Shoe Reimbursement 

Employees who sail on the JOIDES Resolution will be reimbursed for the purchase of safety-toed shoes that 
meet the OSHA 1910.136 requirements. Such shoes are expected to last for approximately three years, but a 
supervisor may allow more frequent purchase if deemed necessary. 

Shipboard and shore-based employees who are required to wear safety shoes may be reimbursed for the cost 
of the safety-toed shoes, up to $275.00, and must coordinate the purchase through their supervisor. In special 
cases, the supervisor can allow a higher dollar amount, but prior approval must be obtained in writing from 
the supervisor. 

Basis 

Siem Offshore Means of Protecting Personnel from Injury and Harm (PPE): OMM/SMM PR-222 

Siem Offshore Mandatory Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): SMM PR-223 
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